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(orid Basics

Format and Page Structures

» All page-layout conventions
descend from the book format

e This is true for all editorial
mediums, including webpages

 Current Web formats define
margins around a body that
emphasizes columns, rather
than rows, this allows for
responsive design




(orid Basics

Format and Page Structures

* A grid, is what happens inside
the margins of an individual
page, within the body

* Every grid contains the same
basic parts, no matter how
complex the grid becomes

The fold line indicates the lower edge

of the browser as defined by the screen
format of the device being used—below
which waits additional content. This term
comes from newspaper nomenclature:
It’s important to consider what content

will be immediately viewable and what

- will be hidden “below the fold” until it is
- scrolled into view.




(orid Basics
The Column Grid

 Columns can be dependent on
each other for running text,
independent for small blocks of
text, or crossed over to make
wider columns

 The Column Grid is extremely
flexible and can be used to
separate different kinds of
information (running text, large
images, captions, etc)
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(orid Basics
The Modular Grid

* For extremely complex projects

involving many different kinds of
iInformation

A modular grid is a column grid
with a large number of horizontal
flow lines that subdivide the
columns into rows, creating a
matrix of cells called modules

e Each module defines a small
chunk of informational space
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(arid Basics
The Hierarchic Grid

 Conform to the needs of the
information they organize

* This Is an organic approach to
ordering information

 Column widths, the intervals
between them, rows, etc may all

vary depending on context and
use
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Th-e hierarchje grid of
this Promotional book
for a 9raphic design
Program orders
information in two
columns: a wide one
for text and primary
lr images, and g narrow
| . | T Wi one for captions
E . - .‘ . =+t and secondary, or
support, images.
The proportions of
the two columns are
independent of sach
other, and content
can spread across
the width of both
2 o | A columns combined.
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wevel Vesign Groupf USA

A simple hierarchic brochurs covers) is
grid, consisting of flipped in the opposite
a wide and narrow direction when ap-
column-—broken by plied to the design of
a single flowline— the letterhead, below.
is used to structure SagmeistersValsh/USA
layouts for applica-

tions in this museum’s

identity materials.

The grid’s lateral ori-

entation (wide column

left, narrow column

right, as seen in the

D BREAKING THE GRID




(orid Basics
Compound Grids

* Using multiple grids in the same
project, either between sections
or even within the same page

 Each grid can be assigned a
particular kind of content to
organize, or material can be
articulated across divisions
within the multiple grids
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(orid Basics

Image Behavior

* The basic rule is: The edges of
images align with the edges of
columns, left-to-right, and they

align with the edges of rows, top-
to-bottom.

* |t is OK for images to overlap
each other, and to bleed off the
page (even across the page
gutter) - so long as they adhere to
the column and row alignments

Silhouettes and

Full Bleeds

j“.llﬁimu sm

Silhouetted images
and those cropped
into irregular shapes
are perfectly fine,

but the designer
must ensure that
they “feel” as though
they’re aligned with
guides or that they're
proportionally related
to grid widths and
depths—which means
“gyeballing” them
until they look right.

Images that fill an
entire page or spread
from edge to edge
can be made to relate
to the underlying

~ . grid through careful

sizing and cropping—

I .~ | sothatkey visual

features align with a

4! column or row guide,

or refer to widths

- ordepths evident in

adjacent elements.




(orid Basics

Text Behavior

Similar to Images, Text should
correspond to a grid’s alignment

* The possibilities for how type

may be shaped on a grid - are
endless

* The grid’s organizing logic not
only promotes visual flexibility
and contrast, but clarity of
informational hierarchy
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instances that differ

most widely-the
sketches below were
created for 2 hypo-
thetical project based
on extremes of content
volume and kind.

Working by hand (yest)
frees one from the
machanical qualities
of working with mouse
and software, and
working small pre-
vents getting overly
invested in details.
The sketches are very
raw, but an overall
visual concept is clear
enough to proceed to
the next step.

Scan the sketches

(or, if warking digitally,
export PDFs from the
page layaut program
and then convert them
to image file formats).
Within image-editing
software, overlay the
sketches transparently
80 as to see the ele-
ments through all the
layers [top imagel.
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You’ll discaver same
corresponding align-
ments and praportions
between elements
from different layouts.
Most likely, there will
also be elements that
don’t match up. Work-
ing fram those that do
and adjusting those
that don't—splitting
the difference between
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some that are close~
construct a column
grid and add any
flowlines that the
composite suggests,
or convertitto a
modular grid for more
precise, detailed
control and flexibility.

Nothing, though, can
truly replace up-front
planning...




