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Grid Basics
Format and Page Structures

• All page-layout conventions 
descend from the book format


• This is true for all editorial 
mediums, including webpages


• Current Web formats define 
margins around a body that 
emphasizes columns, rather  
than rows, this allows for 
responsive design



Grid Basics

• A grid, is what happens inside 
the margins of an individual 
page, within the body


• Every grid contains the same 
basic parts, no matter how 
complex the grid becomes

Format and Page Structures



Grid Basics
The Column Grid

• Columns can be dependent on 
each other for running text, 
independent for small blocks of 
text, or crossed over to make 
wider columns


• The Column Grid is extremely 
flexible and can be used to 
separate different kinds of 
information (running text, large 
images, captions, etc)





Grid Basics
The Modular Grid

• For extremely complex projects 
involving many different kinds of 
information


• A modular grid is a column grid 
with a large number of horizontal 
flow lines that subdivide the 
columns into rows, creating a 
matrix of cells called modules


• Each module defines a small 
chunk of informational space





Grid Basics
The Hierarchic Grid

• Conform to the needs of the 
information they organize


• This is an organic approach to 
ordering information


• Column widths, the intervals 
between them, rows, etc may all 
vary depending on context and 
use 





Grid Basics
Compound Grids

• Using multiple grids in the same 
project, either between sections 
or even within the same page


• Each grid can be assigned a 
particular kind of content to 
organize, or material can be 
articulated across divisions 
within the multiple grids





Grid Basics
Image Behavior

• The basic rule is: The edges of 
images align with the edges of 
columns, left-to-right, and they 
align with the edges of rows, top-
to-bottom.


• It is OK for images to overlap 
each other, and to bleed off the 
page (even across the page 
gutter) - so long as they adhere to 
the column and row alignments



Grid Basics
Text Behavior

• Similar to Images, Text should 
correspond to a grid’s alignment


• The possibilities for how type 
may be shaped on a grid - are 
endless


• The grid’s organizing logic not 
only promotes visual flexibility 
and contrast, but clarity of 
informational hierarchy




