
Five Classic Typefaces



Garamond

O L D  S T Y L E

Old style typefaces were originally created between 
the late 15th and mid-18th centuries, these early 
roman types are characterized by curved strokes 
whose axis inclines to the left, and little contrast 
between thick and thins.







Baskerville

T R A N S I T I O N A L

Transitional typefaces represent the initial 
departure from centuries of Old Style tradition. 
They are characterized by a greater contrast 
between thick and thin stokes, wider serifs, 
flat bases, larger x-height, the height of capitals 
matches that of ascenders, numerals are  
cap-height and consistent in size.







Bodoni

M O D E R N

Modern is the term used to categorize fonts 
created at that time or in the style of that time. 
Modern fonts are recognizable by their thin, long 
horizontal serifs, and clear-cut thick/thin transitions 
in the strokes.







Rockwell

S L A B  S E R I F

A slab serif (also called mechanistic, square serif, 
antique or Egyptian) typeface is a type of serif 
typeface characterized by thick, block-like serifs.



Rockwell is a serif font crafted in 1934 
by American typeface designer,  
Frank Hinman Pierpont. At a glance, 
Rockwell font is rigid and mechanical, 
however keen observers will note its 
charmingly friendly nature.

Whether you call them slab serif, square 
serif, or Egyptian, you know them when 
you see them – sturdy, nearly monoweight 
designs with blunt, straight-edged serifs 
and a no-nonsense attitude. The Rockwell 
family is a fine example of this appealing 
and eminently usable type style.

Frank Hinman Pierpont
American (1860-1937)





Helvetica

C O N T E M P O R A R Y

With its sleek lines and modern look, Helvetica – 
the most well known Contemporary Typeface – is 
used in many company logos and other marketing 
materials today. This typeface is the most 
commonly chosen by graphic designers because 
of its neutral design and ability to work with most 
types of content and design projects without 
drawing attention away from the message.







Five Classic Typefaces
 
Garamond (French)	 Old Style	 1617

Baskerville (English)	 Transitional	 1757

Bodoni (Italian)	 Modern	 1780

Rockwell (American)	 Slab Serif	 1934

Helvetica (Swiss)	 Contemporary	 1957


